THE MARGATE SHELL GROTTO

Number of shells: 4.6 million Length: 100ft/30m Date of construction: Unknown

The Grade-I Shell Grotto was discovered by chance in 1835 and opened to the public three years later. It is arguably the most
extensive and stunning shell mosaic in Britain and ranks amongst the more intriguing and mysterious structures in the world.

As yet, no documents that mention
the Grotto and pre-date its
discovery have been found.
There are many theories
about its origins - who
made it, when and why.
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There is an ongoing
programme to conserve
this important site.
Our condition study in
2012 identified around
100 small sections
missing their shells.
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The Friends of the Shell i
Grotto are raising funds ,*

to restore these roundels. ‘Gf‘*
Please talk to our team if ~ *%:
you would like to support '

the sponsorship scheme.
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shellgrotto.co.uk/support
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